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The Arlington Football Showdown brings together two 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities, Texas Southern University and Southern 
University of the Southwestern Athletic Conference. The Showdown takes place October 9, 
2021, at the historic Choctaw Stadium, formally known as the Globe Life Park in the great 
city of Arlington, Texas. Annually thousands of faculty, students, alumni, and fans flock to 
these major college reunion events.

Follow Us on Social Media
@arlingtonfootballshowdown

www.thearlingtonshowdown.com



HEAD COACH | SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

Jason Rollins
Jason Rollins is entering his first season as the Interim Head Coach 
and second season on the Bluff. Before coming to the Southern he 
spent four years at UTSA where he served as associate head coach, 
defensive coordinator, linebackers coach and secondary coach.

In his first year as the defensive coordinator and safeties coach, UTSA 
displayed an aggressive scheme by recording 78 tackles for loss, 23 sacks 

and 19 turnovers, including 10 fumble recoveries, which ranked fourth in 
Con- ference USA and 36th nationally. Linebacker Josiah Tauaefa registered 113 
tackles — the second-highest total in program history – en route to being named one of 10 
semifinalists for the Butkus Award, second-team all-conference by Pro Football Focus (PFF) and honorable 
mention all-conference by the league’s head coaches. 

Rollins helped mentor one of the nation’s top defenses in 2017, as the Roadrunners led C-USA in seven differ-
ent statistical categories and ranked in the top 10 among all Football Bowl Subdivision teams in five. UTSA 
held eight of its 11 opponents to 300-or-less yards of total offense, including a school-record 149 allowed in 
the 51-17 win against Southern, and five foes rushed for 100-or-less yards, highlighted by a program-record 37 
allowed in the 44-14 victory at Texas State. 

In his first season with the Roadrunners, he helped guide the team to six wins and the program’s first-ever 
bowl game, the 2016 Gildan New Mexico Bowl. His linebackers combined for 267 tackles, 24 tackles for loss, 
12 sacks and 12 quarterback hurries. Josiah Tauaefa broke UTSA’s single-season record for tackles with 115 en 
route to becoming the Roadrunners’ first Freshman All-American, C-USA Freshman of the Year and a first-
team all-conference selection. 

In 2014, Rollins helped lead the secondary to a combined 15 interceptions, seven fumble recoveries and a pair 
of forced fumbles, as the unit contributed to 22 of the team’s 28 takeaways, which ranked 21st nationally. 

Rollins’ impact on Tulane’s secondary was immediate from the time he joined the staff prior to the 2008 
campaign. In his first season in New Orleans, the group combined for 23 pass breakups, five interceptions, 
five forced fumbles and five recoveries. 

Prior to his tenure at Tulane, Rollins was co-defensive coordinator and secondary coach at his alma mater, 
McNeese, for two seasons (2005-06). He helped the Cowboys to a 23-10 record, two Southland Conference 
championships and a (FCS) playoff appearance in in his final season.

Rollins got his coaching start as an assistant coach for the defensive backs at McNeese State in 1997-98. He 
was an assistant coach in the Texas prep ranks at Galveston Ball (1999-2000) and La Marque (2001).

He spent three seasons (2002-04) as the defensive backs coach at Northwestern State, where he helped the 
Demons to the 2004 Southland Conference Championship.

Rollins was an all-state and all-district performer at Newton (TX) High School and he went on to play safety 
at McNeese where he earned his bachelor’s degree in health and human performance in 1996.

He and his wife, Danna, have one son, Tieler.



COACHING STAFF

L’damian  Washington
Wide Receiver

darren drago
Defensive Line

donald fusilier
Dir. Player Personnel

ryan pugh
Offensive Line

zach grossi
Offensive Coordinator

wilbert gilmore jr.
Special Teams

Kendall ROBERTSON
Video
Laramie Immel
Dir. Strength & Conditioning
Brent Leiby
Dir. Sports Medicine

Dr. Vincent Shaw Jr.
Head Team Physician
Dr. David Rabalais
Head Team Orthopedic Surgeon

Scottie Patton
Asst. Athletic Trainer

Wille D. Scott
Assoc. Director of Sport Info.

LIONEL WASHINGTON
Defensive Coordinator

blake yorloff
Defensive Backs

charlie ayro
Asst. Head Coach, Linebacker

chris browne
Tight Ends 

connor loper
Asst. Wide Receiver

ASHTON WARNER
Runningback  
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BAND DIRECTOR | SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

KEDRIC TAYLOR

Kedric Taylor is the interim director of bands at Southern 
University Baton Rouge in Louisiana. He started his musical 

career arranging music at Mattie T. Blount High School in Mobile, 
Alabama, where he served as band captain and assistant to the 

director. He graduated from high school in 2002 and relocated to 
Baton Rouge to attend Southern University. At Southern, he marched in 
the Human Jukebox for four years. During his college career, he earned the position of 
section leader. He also served as assistant director of the Mobile All-Star Band, as well as the 
Feliciana Community All-Star Band. When he graduated from Southern University in 2006 with a 
degree in music, his career immediately took off. 

Taylor’s first teaching post was at Jackson School Complex in Jackson, Louisiana. He then moved 
on to Baker High School in 2008. Taylor received accolades, as the bands were very successful 
under his leadership. They won many marching band competitions and superior ratings on the 
concert stage. After his six-year career as head band director at Baker High, Taylor returned to 
Southern University, where he proudly accepted the position of assistant director of bands at his 
alma mater. 

Taylor, who holds a master’s degree from North Central University, also obtained graduate music 
hours from the Vandercook School of Music in Chicago, Illinois. This continued education helped 
him to become a professor in the College of Music at Southern University. As associate director 
of bands, he was responsible for arranging music, rehearsing the band, and directing both the 
saxophone and wind ensembles. He has served as an adjudicator for numerous battle of the bands 
competitions. He has also been a guest clinician for many districts around the south.

Taylor is a regular contributor to his community. He has served as director of bands for the 
Louisiana Leadership Institute, which consists of high schools around the Louisiana area. He is 
active in his church, where he is the minister of music. Taylor’s goals are to continue to strive for 
excellence and motivate young individuals to become lifelong learners.



HEAD COACH | TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

CLARENCE MCKINNEY

Clarence McKinney was named Head Football Coach at Texas 
Southern University on Dec. 3, 2018 and begins his third season.

Prior to his stint with the Arizona Wildcats, McKinney spent six 
seasons on Sumlin’s staff at Texas A&M serving as Running Backs 

coach (2012-17) as well as Offensive Coordinator (2013). 
In 2015, the Aggies’ running back corps produced its first 1,000-yard rusher 
of the McKinney era when Tra Carson rushed for 1,165 yards, which included seven 
100-yard rushing games. Using a balanced rotation of running backs in 2014, the Aggies’ trio of 
runners averaged over five yards per carry while combining for 1,520 rushing yards and 15 rushing 
touchdowns. 
As previously noted in addition to his running back coach duties, McKinney served as the Aggies’ 
offensive coordinator and play-caller for the 2013 Cotton Bowl and the 2013 regular season. Under 
his direction, the Aggies led the SEC in passing, scoring and total offense, while setting school 
records for passing yards, touchdowns and completion percentage.
Under McKinney’s direction in 2012, the Aggies’ top three running backs combined for more than 
1,600 yards while averaging 5.5 yards per carry. Combined with quarterback Johnny Manziel, A&M’s 
rushing attack was the best in the SEC and was the school’s most productive ground game in more 
than 20 seasons.
Prior to coming to Texas A&M, McKinney served as Houston’s recruiting coordinator, in addition 
to overseeing the Cougar running backs. His four-year stay at Houston was highly successful as 
the Cougars compiled a 36-17 record and played in three bowl games. UH posted double-digit wins 
twice during his stay, including 2011’s school-record 13 victories and bowl triumph over Penn State.
Prior to joining Sumlin’s staff at UH, McKinney served as head football coach at Jack Yates High 
School, compiling a winning record of 30-8 in three seasons. While at Yates he received several 
accolades, including being named a 2006 Gordon Wood 4A Coach of the Year Finalist and a 2007 
Texans Coach of the Year Finalist.
McKinney also served as an assistant football coach at North Shore High School (2003-05) and 
Booker T. Washington High School (1997-2003) where he was named the 2003 Houston Coaches 
Association Assistant Coach of the Year. Under his leadership as head and assistant coach, 
McKinney helped many young men to receive scholarships to NCAA Division I schools and pursue 
their dreams of playing in the NFL.
McKinney played football three seasons at Montana State, before transferring to University 
of Mary where he received his degree in elementary education. He later earned a master’s in 
educational administration from Prairie View A&M in 2002.
McKinney and his wife, Jakmica, have three children, Britney, Atallah and Quran.



COACHING 
STAFF

david marsh
Offensive Coordinator, Quarterbacks

justin sanders
Safties

Jerwin Wilson 
Wide Receivers

Jeffery Ceasar 
Defensive Coordinator/

Defensive Line

derrick matthews
Linebackers

anthony joubert
Equipment

charles nichols
Football Operations

lonzo giles
Video

david phillips
Strength & Conditioning
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Juwaun Cook 
Student Offensive Coach
Isaac Williams 
Student Defensive Coach
Robert Bailey 
Volunteer Offensive Assistant
khenon hall
Running Backs
nicholas pearce
Restricted Earnings
mio auston
Specials Teams

manny ramirez
Offensive Line 
Ed Paris 
Defensive GA

Philip Longino 
Defensive Analyst
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BAND DIRECTOR | TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

BRIAN K. SIMMONS

Brian K. Simmons is the Director of Marching Band and professor 
at Texas Southern University. Since July 5, 2021, Simmons has led 
the band affectionately known as the “Ocean of Soul” into its 
new era. He is the third and youngest director in the program’s 
history, accepting the role at just 29 years of age.

He is a native of New Orleans, La and a graduate of McDonogh 35 Senior High School. He is a two-
time graduate of Southern University and A&M College, completing both his Bachelor of Music and 
Master of Educational Leadership degrees.  While at Southern, he was the prized student of Law-
rence Jackson. Simmons was an exceptional euphonium and trombone player.  While in the band, 
Simmons’ served in many capacities and received many awards: Section Leader, Student Arranger, 
Student Conductor, First Chair in the Wind Ensemble, and Bandsman of the Year to name a few.

In June 2014, Simmons was appointed Assistant Director of Bands at Southern University at the 
age of 22. While serving at Southern, he was known for his soulful and vibrant arrangements. 
Mr. Simmons’ responsibilities included arranging music for the marching band, rehearsing the 
marching band, supervising the dance routine committee, Director of Pep Band, instructor of the 
sight-reading development course, Conductor of the Symphonic Band, and assisting the Director of 
Bands in all other areas of the total program He served in the role for seven (7) years.

  He is a member of the HBCU National Band Director’s Consortium, Music Educators National 
Conference and Louisiana Music Educators Association, Mu Phi Epsilon, Kappa Kappa Psi National 
Honorary Band Fraternity, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc, and Southern University Alumni Federa-
tion: 40 Under 40 Cohort Deux

In addition, Mr. Simmons also serves as an adjudicator and clinician to middle and high school 
bands in the states of Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas. He is a prolific arrang-
er and educator who is respected all over the nation. He has received many awards and critical 
acclaim for his many legendary arrangements. Simmons’ credits Southern University for all of his 
success and looks to represent his beloved institution in every endeavor.

In June 2018, he was appointed as Director of Bands and Director of Fine Arts at the Louisiana 
Leadership Institute by Founder, Sen. Cleo Fields. He also served as Band Consultant and Instructor 
of Music for McKinley Senior High School in Baton Rouge, LA.

In January 2021, Simmons led the Louisiana Leadership Institute in their participation in the Inau-
guration of President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris.
Mr. Simmons is also a founding member of the New Orleans All-Star Band.
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